
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 27 June 2019] 

 p4845b-4846a 
Mrs Robyn Clarke; Ms Rita Saffioti 

 [1] 

SOUTH WESTERN HIGHWAY — COOLUP 
Grievance 

MRS R.M.J. CLARKE (Murray–Wellington) [9.56 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport on the 
speed limit on South Western Highway near the Placid Ark Roadhouse in Coolup and also in memory of 
Kahlia “Rosebud” Mounsey, who recently lost her life at this location. 
For the people of Coolup, the South Western Highway is the main connection between the town and the larger 
centres of Pinjarra and Mandurah. Almost all residents use the road on a daily basis to head north to these areas, 
making safety on the road paramount. Approaching the Coolup town site, the speed limit on South Western 
Highway is reduced from 110 kilometres an hour to 90 kilometres an hour. However, this is for an area of only 
approximately 700 metres either side of the town’s main turnoff. Many members within the community, including 
the Coolup Progress Association, would like to see this reduced-speed limit expanded further north to Placid Ark 
Roadhouse. The roadhouse is located 650 metres north of the current speed change, and including the roadhouse 
in the reduced-speed zone would make entering and exiting the roadhouse significantly safer for all users. 
The roadhouse is often very busy due to its location along the highway and its facilities for heavy haulage. 
Although there are run-off lanes, there are no run-on lanes back onto the highway. 

This section of South Western Highway regularly has heavy haulage vehicles travelling to and from nearby towns 
and mines, as well as a high number of horse floats due to the proximity of the Murray Regional Equestrian Centre, 
which is also located in Coolup. On event days at the centre, hundreds of floats can be using the road, in addition 
to regular traffic. If any of these vehicles pull over into the roadhouse, they currently face an unsafe situation in 
which they must pull out onto a 110-kilometre single-lane highway, with no run-on lane to reach speed. 

Reducing the speed limit would also increase road safety through the Coolup town site. There currently is an issue 
with speeding through the reduced-speed section of the highway, which may be partly caused by the short distance 
of the road’s reduced-speed area. Extending the speed-limit reduction would help alleviate this issue, and would 
bring more attention to Coolup and its local businesses. Although extending the speed-limit reduction by 650 metres 
north may not seem like a major change to a road, it will make a big difference to the Coolup community and to 
regular users of the road and the roadhouse. There is a history of accidents in the area, and any measures to help 
improve safety in the area would be well received. I ask the minister whether there has been any progress in 
expanding the reduced-speed limit in this section of South Western Highway. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.58 am]: I thank the member for Murray–Wellington 
for her grievance and her interest in road safety. As I understand, the Road Safety Commission, under the guidance 
of the Road Safety Commissioner, will consult on its new strategy for reducing road trauma. I know that the 
member for Murray–Wellington is particularly interested in making sure that Coolup residents’ views on road 
safety are heard.  

The member has raised the issue of improving safety in the area around the Placid Ark Roadhouse in Coolup. 
Main Roads Western Australia has given me the following information, which I will provide today. In 2018, 
a formal road safety inspection was undertaken by the agency on South Western Highway through Coolup. 
The inspection specifically investigated the section of the highway on which the Placid Ark Roadhouse is located, 
with the intention of reviewing the speed zoning. As the member noted, there are dedicated turning pockets on 
South Western Highway for vehicles to turn into the roadhouse, but there are none for traffic that comes the 
other way. 

The initial advice from the inspection was that the current signage was appropriate. However, the member has 
raised a serious issue across South Western Highway in particular. Hon Adele Farina in the upper house, and the 
members for Collie and Bunbury, have also raised issues about South Western Highway. There are town sites 
along that highway with community access roads that are used on a daily basis. There is also the competing 
challenge of freight movements along that highway. We need to get the balance right. I have asked the managing 
director of Main Roads to initiate a formal review of a number of key town sites along South Western Highway 
and to get all the experts to work with the community, and also with the Road Safety Commission, to see how we 
can manage speed and accessibility to these town sites. These are historical town sites. A lot of people live in these 
towns and use South Western Highway every day. There is also the competing challenge of freight movements. 

I have taken on board the member’s points. I understand the member’s passion and commitment to road safety in 
this area. I know that the member is very interested in participating in the Road Safety Commission’s review. 
As I have said, I have asked Main Roads to further review not only the issue of Coolup, but all the issues across 
South Western Highway, to see whether we can find a way to meet the community expectation of improving road 
safety and balance that against the movement of freight. This is a constant issue in peri-urban areas, with older 
highways that function as not only key community access routes, but also key freight routes. We need to get that 
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balance right. We have taken the member’s points on board, and I have asked for a further review of Coolup as 
part of the wider strategy. 
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